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We report here that we observed hill-topping of Gen. sp. (Milesiini) at Mt. Shakagatake, Totsukawa Village,
Yoshino District, Nara Prefecture (nearly 1300 m above sea level).

Mt. Shakagatake (altitude 1,800m) is a corner of the Omine mountain range located on the border
of Totsukawa Village and Shimokitayama Village in Yoshino District in the southern part of Nara Prefecture.
It is registered as a component of “"Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes"'.

At around 1:00 pm on May 31, 2014, the author collected a sample of a hill-topping hoverfly
hovering about 1 m above the ground on the well-ventilated ridge of the same mountain trail.

When | waited on the spot to get additional individuals, another individual flew to the same place
one after another and started hovering, and | got 7 males in just 15 minutes. After that, | continued to
observe, but from then on, there were no more than 7 females. At Wasabunyama in Nara Prefecture, the
same species was reported by Hirooka & Sugimoto (2010) and Katsura (2013), but in both locations, the
number of cases collected was concentrated around early June. However, in surveys conducted at the same
site in mid-May and late June, no individuals were confirmed. Therefore, in the Kii Peninsula, this species
emerges all at once from late May to early June, and the active period of adults is considered to be very
short. It should be noted that the Shakagatake mountain trail is in an environment lined with large beech
and fir trees, but in recent years the beech and fir trees have had their bark damaged by deer and are dying
one after another. Currently, there are almost no leaves left. The forest floor is becoming drier, and there
are concerns about the impact it will have on insects in the future.

Collection records
75", 1.VI.2014, Shakagatake, Totsukawa Village, Yoshino District, Nara Prefecture (nearly 1300m above sea
level)

[ Figure 2: Milesiine Gen.sp. (photo taken after collecting and bringing home) ]
[see also http://tokyoinsects.web.fc2.com/diptera/chairomomobutonagahanaabu.html ]
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