GIRLS’ SUBJECT CHOICES AT AGE 16:  PROGRESSION INTO A-LEVEL PHYSICS

This studentship forms part of a White Rose network project in science education:  ENGAGING YOUNG PEOPLE IN SCIENCE; KEY ISSUES ACROSS SECONDARY AND TERIARY PHASES

Principal Supervisor:  Professor Hilary Povey, Faculty of Development and Society, Sheffield Hallam University
Tel:
0114 225 2238
Email:
h.povey@shu.ac.uk

Co-supervisor:  Professor Judith Bennett, Educational Studies, University of York

Tel:
01904 453471
Email:
jmb20@york.ac.uk

The study will contribute to the current policy agenda in England related to issues around the subject and career choices made by young people. It will focus on co-educational schools that have been successful in recruiting girls to physics, seeking to identify underlying mechanisms in play in particular schools and communities that give rise to high progression rates.

The student will be based in a centre where there are over 20 academic and research staff working on science education projects, and where a wide range of stimulating activity is taking place, involving work with regional, national and international agencies.  The White Rose Science Education Research Network (based at the National Science Learning Centre in York) which provide an extended academic community.  The student will follow the ESRC-recognised research training programme provided by the SHU Faculty of Development and Society's Graduate School.

The studentship award will cover tuition fees at the Home/EU rate and a stipend at the basic EPSRC rate (£13 290 for session 2009/10), renewable for three years subject to satisfactory progress.
Please contact Professor Hilary Povey or Ken Mannion (0114 225 4881, k.mannion@shu.ac.uk) for further details.

